Library 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

including  the  Report  of  the 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR 


for  the  year 


1948 


Printed  by 

The  Caxton  Press,  Waltham  Cross 


Urban  District  Council  of  Cheshunt 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  : 

Councillor  L.  C.  Madsen  (Chairman) 

Councillor  Miss  B.  A.  Fitzsimons,  j.p. 

Councillor  F.  C.  Bishop 
Councillor  L.  G.  G.  Breeze,  ll.b. 

Councillor  E.  A.  Jennings 
Councillor  H.  V.  Payne,  m.b.e. 

Councillor  G.  S.  Richards,  j.p. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT— STAFF 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  time)  : 

CHARLES  R.  HILLIS,  M.B.,  B.Ch. 

Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Part  time)  : 

JOHN  A CURRIE,  M.B.,  B.S. 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector  ; Inspector  under  the  Petroleum  Acts  : 

C.  WILSON,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.  (1.3.4) 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

W.  G.  DAVIES,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.  (2.3.4) 


General  : 

Miss  T.  Pavely,  Clerk-Typist 
Mr.  E.  J.  Day.  Clerk 

Mr.  G.  Warner,  Disinfector  and  Mortuary  Attendant 

(Retired  24/5/48) 

Mr.  W.  G.  Brett,  Disinfector  and  Mortuary  Attendant 

(Appointed  1/5/48) 


1.  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 

2.  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  and  Sanitary 

Inspector’s  Examination  Joint  Board  for  Sanitary 
Inspectors. 

3.  Meat  and  Food  Inspector’s  Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary 

Institute. 

4.  Certificate  in  Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Buildings  and 

Public  Works,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute. 


1 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Cheshimt 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 beg  to  present  my  third  annual  report,  together 
with  that  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  upon  the  health 
and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  area  for  the  year 

1946. 

The  health  of  Gheshunt  as  reflected  in  vital 
statistics  has  heen  maintained  in  a very  satisfactory 
state.  1 he  hirth  rate  remains  comparatively  high 
and  the  death  rate  comparatively  low  while  the 


infant  mortality 

rate  reached  a new  1 

o w 

level  at 

I4.<3S  compared 

with  S4  per  1000  of 

the 

popuia- 

tion  for  England 

and  W ales. 

There  were 

no  cases  of  any  of 

the 

enteric 

infections  and  it 

is  particularly  pleasing 

to  note 

again  that  there  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria. 

1 wish  to  record  my  th  anks  to  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  to  all  members  of  the  staff  for  their 
co-operation  throughout  the  year  and  to  the  Chair- 
man  and  members  of  the  Public  H ealth  Committee 
for  their  interest  and  support. 

I have  the  h onour  to  he,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Y ours  faithfully, 
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G.  R.  HILLIS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


SECTION  1 


Statistics 


Area  : The  area  of  Cheshunt  is  8,480  acres. 


POPULATION— REGISTRAR  GENERAL’S  ESTIMATE 

1938  19395  1940  1941  1942  1943  1944  1945 

16,940  18,239  IS, 190  18,310  18,610  18,590  18,700  18,700 

1946  1947  1948 

20,230  21,080  21,210 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  on  the  rate  books 
Rateable  value  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  penny  rate 


1947  1948 

5,966  6,121 

£127,132  £131,616 
£502  £526 


Vital  Statistics  : — 


BIRTH  RATE  PER  DEATH  RATE  PER 

1,000  POPULATION  1,000  POPULATION 


Cheshunt 

England  & 
Wales 

Cheshunt 
Number  Rate 

England  & 
Wales 

1938 

18.36 

15.1 

172 

10.15 

11.6 

1939 

17.14 

15.0 

179 

9.75 

12.1 

1940 

15.72 

14.6 

221 

12.63 

14.3 

1941 

...  16.43 

14.2 

230 

12.56 

12.9 

1942 

18.0 

15.8 

194 

10.42 

11.6 

1943 

...  20.44 

16.5 

204 

10.97 

12.1 

1944 

19.95 

17.6 

209 

11.18 

11.6 

1945 

17.8 

16.1 

202 

10.8 

11.4 

1946 

...  21.55 

19.1 

188 

9.29 

11.5 

1947 

...  23.43 

20.5 

226 

10.7 

12.0 

1948 

19.71 

17.9 

209 

9.85 

10.8 

Still  birth  rate  per 

1,000  total  births  (live  and 

1947 

1948 

still)  ... 

... 

• • • • • • 

12.00 

7.12 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 

Deaths  from  puerperal  and  post-abortive 

sepsis  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil  nil 
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Vital  Statistics  {continued) . 


1947  1948 

Deaths  from  other  maternal  causes  ...  nil  2 

Death  rate  per  1,000  total  births  (live 

and  still)  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil  4.75 

Death  rates  of  infants  under  1 year  of  age  : — 

ALL  INFANTS  PER  1,000  LIVE  BIRTHS 


1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

Cheshunt 

38.59 

48.70 

34.84 

36.54 

35.82 

34.21 

England 

and 

Wales 

53 

50 

55 

59 

49 

49 

Cheshunt 

1944 

35.00 

1945 

36.03 

1946 

34.72 

1947 

22.27 

1948 

14.35 

England 

and 

Wales 

46 

46 

43 

41 

34 

1947 

1948 

Legitimate  infants  per 

1,000  legitimate  live 

births 

... 

22.96 

14.63 

Illegitimate  infants  per 

1,000  illegitimate  live 

births 

...  ...  ... 

nil 

nil 
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Birth  - rates,  Civilian  Death  - rates,  Analysis  of 
Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality  and  Case  Rates  for 
certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  1948. 

(Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly  and  Quarterly  Returns) 

120  County  148  Smaller 
Boroughs  Towns(Resi-  London 
England  and  dent  Popula-  Adm.  Cheshunt 
and  Great  Towns  tions25, 000  County 
Wales  including  to  50.000  at 
London  1981  Census) 

Rates  per  1,000  civilian  population: — 

Births  : — 


Live  Births 

17.9  (a) 

20.0 

19.2 

20.1 

19.71 

Still  Births 

0.42  (a) 

0.52 

0.43 

0.39 

0.14 

Deaths  : — 

All  Causes... 

10.8  (a) 

11.6 

10.7 

11.6 

9.85 

Typhoid  and  Para- 
typhoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 



Whooping  Cough  ... 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

— 

Diphtheria... 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

Tuberculosis 

0.51 

0.59 

0.46 

0.63 

0.71 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 
& Polio-encephalitis 

0 01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 



Pneumonia 

0.41 

0.38 

0.36 

0.54 

0.47 

Rates  per  1,000 
Deaths  under  1 year 
of  age 

Live  Births  : — 

34  (b)  39 

32 

31 

14.35 

Deaths  from  Diarr- 
hoea and  Enteritis 
under  2 years  of  age 

3.3 

4.5 

2.1 

2.4 

Rates  per  1 ,000 
Notifications 
Typhoid  Fever 

civilian  population 

0.01  0.00 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever... 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  Fever 

0.03 

0.03 

0.02 

0.03 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.73 

1.90 

1.82 

1.37 

0.71 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

3.42 

3.51 

3.31 

3.13 

5.09 

Diphtheria... 

0 08 

0.10 

0.09 

0.10 

— 

Erysipelas  ..i 

0.21 

0.23 

0.21 

0.22 

0.19 

Smallpox  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

9.34 

9.75 

8.84 

9.17 

6.04 

Pneumonia 

0.73 

0.84 

0.60 

0.57 

0.61 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.04 

0.05 

Acute  Po'io-encepha- 
litis 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 



Rates  per  1,000 

Total  Births  (Live 

and  Still) 

: — 

Notifications 
Puerperal  Fever  and 
Pyrexia  ... 

6.89 

8.90 

4.71 

7.34 

4.75 

(a)  Rates  per  1000 

pop.  (b) 

Rates  per  1000  related  births. 
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Causes  of  Death. 

Male 

Female 

All  causes 

108 

101 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

9 

5 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

1 

— 

Cancer  ... 

23 

17 

Heart  disease 

28 

29 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

5 

5 

Bronchitis 

7 

6 

Pneumonia 

7 

3 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

3 

3 

Peptic  ulcer 

4 

1 

Appendicitis 

— 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases' ... 

3 

2 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

1 

1 

Congenital  debility,  premature 

birth,  etc 

2 

5 

Suicide  ... 

— 

1 

Inter-cranial  vascular  lesions 

5 

15 

Road  traffic  accidents 

— 

1 

All  other  causes  ... 

10 

6 

1 
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SECTION  2 


General  Provision  of  Health  Services 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

A hospital  laboratory  service  is  available  at 
Chase  Farm  Hospital  and  at  the  Public  Health  Labora- 
tory at  the  Hertford  County  Hospital,  and  specimens 
and  patients  may  be  referred  to  the  laboratories. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

The  ambulance  service  was  transferred  to  the 
Hertfordshire  County  Council  on  the  5th  July,  on  the 
coming  into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service. 

The  arrangements  in  connection  with  the  Service 
until  that  date  were  the  same  as  the  previous  year  and 
the  number  of  calls  dealt  with  was  588. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics. 

The  Hertfordshire  County  Council  is  the  Mater- 
nity and  Child  Welfare  Authority,  and  on  the  coming 
into  operation  of  the  National  Health  Service,  the 
County  Council  became  the  Local  Health  Authority 
responsible  for  the  adminstration  of  the  services  for 
the  care  of  mothers  and  young  children. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  within  the  Urban 
District  are  held  as  follows  : — 

Nockold  Hall,  Goffs  Lane. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic — First  and  third  Wednes- 
day in  the  month  in  the  afternoon. 

Labour  Hall,  College  Road,  Cheshunt. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic —Thursday  afternoon. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre,  Waltham  Cross. 

Child  Welfare  Clinic — Wednesday  afternoon. 
Ante-Natal  Clinic — Wednesday  morning. 
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Ophthalmic  Clinic — Friday  morning. 
Tuberculosis  Dispensary — Monday  afternoon. 
B.R.C.S.  Orthopaedic  and  Massage  Clinic  — 
Every  day  except  Saturday. 

I am  obliged  to  Dr.  Ormiston  for  the  following 


statement  of  work  carried  on  at  the  Waltham  Cross 
Clinic  during  the  year  : — 

Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

No.  of  Sessions  ...  ...  ...  52 

No.  of  patients  attending  ...  ...  258 

No.  of  attendances  ...  ...  961 

Average  attendances  ...  ...  18 

No.  of  post-natal  attendances  ...  36 

No.  of  patients  referred  for  dental  treat- 
ment ...  ...  ...  23 

Child  Welfare  Sessions. 

No.  of  Sessions  ...  ...  ...  52 

No.  of  children  attending  ...  ...  520 

No.  of  attendances  ...  ...  3,320 

Average  attendances  ...  ...  64 

No.  of  children  immunised  against  Diph- 
theria ...  ...  ...  211 

No.  of  children  vaccinated  ...  ...  1 

No.  referred  for  dental  treatment — 

(1)  Nursing  Mothers  ...  — 

(2)  Children  ...  ...  15 

No.  referred  for  Orthopaedic  treatment  ...  7 


The  report  of  the  Hertfordshire  Branch  of  the 
British  Red  Cross  Society  for  the  period  ending  31st 
December,  1948,  shows  the  following  cases  and  treat- 
ments at  the  Waltham  Cross  Orthopaedic  Clinic: — 


School 

In- 

Adults 

children 

fants 

Cases 

202 

59 

71 

Orthopaedic  Inspections 

172 

72 

59 

Massage  Treatments  ... 

2,152 

439 

1 14 
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Nursing  in  the  Home. 

This  important  service  is  carried  on  by  the 
Queens  Sisters  of  the  County  Nursing  Association,  and 
by  the  County  Health  Visitor,  Miss  Churchill.  The 
County  Nursing  Association’s  Staff  are  : — Waltham 
Cross  and  Cheshunt — Sister  Hitchon,  Sister  Skidmore 
and  Sister  Smith  assisted  by  Mrs.  Nixon  and  Mrs. 
Bodman  ; Golfs  Oak  — Sister  Gilbert ; Flamstead  End 
— Nurse  Wright.  County  Health  Visitor — Miss  Church- 
hill.  Part  of  the  Urban  District  at  Turnford  is  covered 
by  the  Sister  from  Broxbourne. 


Sister  Hitchon  has  kindly  supplied  the  following 


details  of  the  work  done  at  Waltham  Cross: — 

Cases 

Visits 

Medical 

161 

Surgical 

37 

Midwifery 

59 

1,352 

Maternity 

65 

1.458 

Miscarriage  ... 

5 

67 

Tuberculosis... 

4 

183 

General 

8,963 

Ante-Natal  ... 

834 

Post-Natal  ... 

86 

Casual 

. . . 

236 

Home  Helps. 

In  January  the  County  Council  inaugurated  a 


local  scheme  for  Home  Helps  and  Mrs.  Ellis  was 
appointed  as  Local  Organiser  in  May.  During  the  year 
the  number  of  cases  receiving  assistance  was  76 — 32 
maternity  and  44  domestic  cases.  The  number  of  home 
helps  employed  at  31st  December,  1948  was  18. 
Charges  are  assessed  on  a scale  according  to  income, 
the  maximum  charge  being  2/3d.  per  hour.  Applications 
for  assistance  under  the  scheme  should  be  made  to  the 
Organiser  at  the  Clinic,  Waltham  Cross. 


Day  Nurseries. 

Nursery  Schools  are  provided  by  the  County 
Council  at  Greenfield  House,  Waltham  Cross  and 
College  Road,  Cheshunt.  The  Day  Nursery  at  “The 
Chestnuts,”  157,  High  Street,  Waltham  Cross,  provides 
accommodation  for  forty  children  from  0 — 2 years. 
There  is  a long  waiting  list  for  admission. 

Mortuary. 

The  mortuary  is  situated  in  a building  at 
Cheshunt  Cemetery,  Bury  Green  Road.  During  the 
year  4 bodies  were  received  in  the  mortuary  and  three 
post-mortem  examinations  were  made. 

Scabies. 

Facilities  for  the  treatment  of  Scabies  have  for 
some  time  been  provided  in  the  building  at  the  rear  of 
the  Manor  House,  formerly  used  as  a Civil  Defence 
Cleansing  Station.  The  decision  to  convert  this  build- 
ing into  office  accommodation  necessitated  alternative 
arrangements  being  made  for  the  treatment  of  Scabies, 
but  it  was  not  possible  to  locate  suitable  alternative 
accommodation.  An  approach  was  therefore  made  to 
adjoining  authorities  with  a view  to  completing  arrange- 
ments for  the  treatment  of  Cheshunt  cases  at  one  of 
their  centres.  The  treatment  centre  at  Enfield  proved 
to  be  not  readily  accessible  from  Cheshunt.  Hoddesdon 
have  a treatment  centre  at  the  rear  of  the  Council 
Offices  at  Hoddesdon  and  arrangements  were  completed 
with  them  for  the  treatment  of  Cheshunt  cases  at  this 
centre.  The  co-operation  of  the  Hoddesdon  Council  in 
making  this  arrangement  possible  is  appreciated. 

Blood  Transfusion. 

The  Cheshunt  Recruitment  Committee  of  the 
National  Blood  Transfusion  Service  which  was  formed 
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in  1947  continues  to  function.  During  1948  three 
sessions  were  held  in  April,  July  and  November 
at  the  Clinic,  Waltham  Cross  when  a total  of  439 
donors  attended.  Sessions  are  now  being  held  every 
six  weeks  and  the  hours  are  1.30  p.m.  to  6.30  p.m. 

Blood  Donors  are  urgently  needed.  Dates  of 
future  sessions  and  further  information  may  be 
obtained  from  Miss  Munns,  the  Secretary  of  the 
Recruitment  Committee,  at  “ Speedwell,”  Blindmans 
Lane,  Cheshunt.  Telephone  No.  Waltham  Cross  3026. 


SECTION  3 

Sanitary  Circumstances Sanitary 
Inspection 


Report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector 


Water. 

The  whole  of  the  district  is  within  the  area  of 
supply  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board  and  the 
supply  has  been  satisfactory  in  quantity  and  quality. 

All  dwelling  houses  in  the  district  are  supplied 
from  public  mains  direct  to  the  houses  with  the  excep- 
tion of  twenty  isolated  cottages  and  out-lying  farms 
where  water  is  obtained  from  private  sources. 

Following  a complaint  one  sample  of  mains 
water  from  a tap  supplied  through  a storage  cistern  at 
a pi’ivate  dwelling  house  was  submitted  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  the  laboratory  report  showed  the 
water  to  be  satisfactory.  Details  of  the  reports  on  all 
samples  taken  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 
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Plate  Count.  Approx,  proportions 

3 days  2 days  Coli  per  Faecal  Non-faecal 
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River  Lea  water  passed  through 
Porcelain  Candle  Filter 


The  supply  at  Theobalds  Park  is  obtained  from 
a deep  well  from  which  the  water  is  pumped  to  storage 
tanks.  After  the  unsatisfactory  report  in  September 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  storage  tanks  to  be 
cleansed  and  sterilised  and  a further  sample  was  then 
taken,  showing  a satisfactory  result. 

The  provision  of  mains  water  to  ten  houses  in 
Crouch  Lane  which  are  at  present  supplied  by  four 
wells  was  referred  to  in  the  Report  for  1947.  This 
matter  was  still  under  consideration  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors 
during  the  year  numbered  2,727  and  details  as  to  the 
nature  of  these  inspections  are  given  in  the  tables  which 
follow.  278  complaints  relating  to  a variety  of  matters 
were  received. 

Summary. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 
defects  (under  Public  Health  and  Housing 

Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  177 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  other 

than  housing  defects  ...  ...  116 

Number  of  premises  other  than  houses  inspected  541 
Premises  re-inspected  (including  housing)  ...  589 

Visits  to  works  in  progress  (including  housing)  ...  68 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  1,236 

2,727 


Included  in  the  above  table  are  the  following 
classified  visits : — 
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Visits  to  bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  ,,  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  11 

,,  ,,  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  8 

,,  ,,  ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  66 

,,  ,,  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  26 

,,  ,,  dairies  and  milkshops  ...  ...  42 

,,  ,,  cafes  and  restaurants  ...  ...  107 

,,  ,,  butcher  shops  ...  ...  ...  61 

,,  ,,  other  shops  and  other  food  premises  ...  141 

,,  ,,  schools  ...  ...  ...  5 

,,  ,,  swimming  bath  ...  ...  ...  13 

,,  ,,  tents,  vans  and  sheds  ...  ...  118 

,,  ,,  stables  and  piggeries  ...  ...  12 

,,  re  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  Petroleum  Acts  ...  ...  ...  63 

,,  ,,  Shop  Acts  ...  ...  ...  14 

,,  ,,  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  and 

salvage  ...  ...  ...  312 

,,  ,,  flooding  of  houses  and  premises  ...  26 

,,  ,,  ambulance  service  ...  ...  14 


Housing. 

In  September  the  Council  made  a Demolition 
Order  on  a hut  at  the  rear  of  The  Cottage,  Crouch 
Lane,  which  was  being  used  for  human  habitation. 
The  structure,  which  was  of  wood  and  corrugated  iron, 
was  originally  used  as  a firewood  shed.  In  December 
the  occupants  moved  out  to  a caravan  and  the  shed 
was  demolished  by  the  owner. 

Housing  Statistics. 

Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  year  : 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
and  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  177 


14 


2.  (b)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  in  sub- 
head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  or 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  2 

Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices  : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  91 

Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices  : 

(a)  by  Owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(b)  by  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners  Nil 
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Inspection  of  Factories. 

Details  of  the  inspections  made  under  the  Factories  Act,  are  given  in  the  table  which 
follows  : — 
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There  were  two  cases  in  which  unsuitable  or  defective  sanitary  conveniences  were 
found  and  remedied.  One  of  these  was  referred  to  the  Council  by  H.M.  Inspector. 


There  are  no  factories  in  this  area  submitting 
lists  of  out-workers  under  Section  110  of  the  Act. 
Notifications  were  received  of  19  places  of  employ- 
ment of  out-workers  in  this  district  which  had  been 
included  in  lists  submitted  to  other  Councils.  Seven 
inspections  were  made  of  out-workers  premises  and 
they  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Means  of  Escape  in  Case  of  Fire. 

Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  requires 
that  every  factory  to  which  the  Section  applies  should 
be  certified  by  the  District  Council  as  being  provided 
with  such  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  for  persons 
employed  therein  as  may  reasonably  be  required  in  the 
circumstances  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Council  to 
examine  every  such  factory  and  on  being  satisfied 
that  the  factory  is  so  provided  to  give  a certificate 
accordingly. 

During  the  year  eleven  factories  in  this  district 
were  examined  for  the  purposes  of  the  Section  and 
schedules  of  works  recommended  to  provide  satisfac- 
tory means  of  escape  in  each  case  were  forwarded  to 
the  occupiers. 

The  advice  of  the  National  and  later  the  County 
Fire  Service  was  sought  in  drawing  up  these  recom- 
mendations and  the  valuable  help  of  the  Officers  of  the 
Fire  Protection  Branch  is  gratefully  acknowledged. 

One  certificate  was  issued  to  the  Enfield  Foun- 
dry Co.  during  the  year. 

Service  of  Notices. 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  93,  Public 

Health  Act,  1936,  to  abate  nuisance  ...  1 1 
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Statutory  Notices  under  Section  75,  Public 
H ealth  Act,  1936,  to  provide  a covered 
dustbin 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  277  Public 
Health  Act,  1936,  requiring  information 
as  to  ownership  of  premises  ... 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  155,  Housing 
Act,  1936,  Notice  to  Quit 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  157,  Housing 
Act,  1936,  to  enter  premises  for  the  pur- 
pose of  survey- 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  168,  Housing 
Act,  1936,  requiring  information  as  to 
ownership  of  premises 

Statutory  Notices  under  Section  11,  Housing 
Act,  1936,  notice  of  time  and  place  re 
making  of  a Demolition  Order 

Demolition  Orders 


Statutory  Notices  to  carry  out  works  out- 
standing 31st  December,  1947 

Statutory  Notices  to  carry  out  works  out- 
standing 31st  December,  1948 

Statutory  Notices  to  carry  out  work  served 
during  the  year 

Intimation  Notices  outstanding  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1947 

Intimation  Notices  outstanding  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1948 


6 

51 

I 

2 

3 

4 

1 

4 

8 

18 

70 

45 
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Intimation  Notices  served  during  the  year  ...  230 


Training  of  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

In  connection  with  the  special  scheme  for  the 
post-war  training  of  Sanitary  Inspectors,  the  Council 
decided  to  offer  further  facilities  for  training  in 
Cheshunt  and  arrangements  were  made  for  a student 
who  had  undertaken  theoretical  training  at  the  Hammer- 
smith School  of  Building  to  take  practical  training  in 
the  Public  Health  Department. 

Notification  was  received  that  all  three  students 
who  underwent  practical  training  in  Cheshunt  last  year 
had  been  successful  in  passing  the  qualifying  examina- 
tion. 

Swimming  Bath. 

There  are  no  public  baths  or  pools  in  this  area. 
The  swimming  pool  of  the  Cheshunt  Swimming  Club, 
which  is  privately  owned,  is  open  to  members.  It  is 
supplied  by  water  from  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board 
mains,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  season  a drip-feed 
chlorinator  was  installed  and  partial  circulation  of  the 
water  was  obtained  by  the  fixing  of  jet  pumps  in  the 
existing  filter  chamber.  Tests  for  free  chlorine  are 
made  by  a Chlorotex  indicator.  The  capacity  of  the 
jet  pumps  is  very  small  and  the  present  arrangements 
for  chlorination  and  for  the  circulation  of  the  water 
cannot  be  considered  entirely  satisfactory. 

Four  samples  were  taken  during  the  season,  one 
for  full  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  and 
three  for  bacteriological  examination  only.  All  the 
samples  were  reported  upon  as  satisfactory. 

Moveable  Dwellings. 

The  placing  of  moveable  dwellings  on  partly 
developed  building  sites  and  other  land  in  the  district 
gave  rise  to  numerous  complaints  during  the  year. 
Hurst  Drive  in  particular  was  frequently  used  as  an 
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encampment.  Work  in  connection  with  moveable 
dwellings  involved  118  inspections  and  in  a number  of 
cases  where  the  occupants  failed  to  move  when  warned, 
the  Council  authorised  the  institution  of  legal  proceed- 
ings under  the  Hertfordshire  County  Council  Act,  1935. 
In  all  cases  however,  the  moveable  dwellings  were 
removed  before  the  summonses  could  be  served. 

Consents  under  the  Hertfordshire  County 
Council  Act,  1935,  were  granted  to  the  owners  of 
thirty-five  moveable  dwellings  on  the  Willows  Site  at 
Waltham  Cross  for  a period  of  twelve  months. 
Conditions  were  substantially  the  same  as  when  the 
original  consent  was  granted  in  1947,  except  that  new 
brick-built  sanitary  conveniences  connected  to  the 
public  sewer  have  been  provided. 

Infestation. 

The  steps  taken  to  combat  infestation  have  been 
the  same  as  in  previous  years,  namely,  steam  treat- 
ment of  bedding  and  clothing,  and  the  use  of  contact 
insecticides. 

Hand  sprayers  and  contact  insecticides  in  small 
tins  are  available  from  the  Public  Health  Department 
for  purchase  by  householders  for  follow  up  treatment 
or  for  use  where  infestation  is  slight. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal. 

A weekly  collection  of  refuse  is  maintained  by 
five  Shelvoke  & Drewry  Chelsea  Type  Freighters  and 
disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping  in  a disused  gravel  pit. 
The  third  new  vehicle  which  was  ordered  in  July,  1947, 
was  delivered  on  11th  August,  1948.  The  trailers  pre- 
viously used  for  the  collection  of  waste  paper  and 
salvage  were  replaced  with  racks  constructed  of  angle 
iron  and  fitted  to  the  back  of  the  vehicle.  Each  rack 
is  designed  to  carry  four  special  sacks.  This  arrange- 
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ment  allows  some  sorting  of  waste  paper  into  the  sacks 
at  the  time  of  collection  and  provides  considerably 
more  carrying  capacity  than  the  trailers  possessed. 

The  Council  took  part  in  both  the  National 
Waste  Paper  Contests  organised  by  the  Waste  Paper 
Recovery  Association  and  in  the  March  to  May  Con- 
test achieved  an  increase  of  88%  over  the  correspon- 
ding period  of  the  previous  year. 

The  arrangements  for  the  salvage  of  kitchen 
waste  under  which  a local  contractor  collects  from  the 
communal  street  bins  was  continued.  Sixty  new  bins 
were  purchased  and  the  method  of  collection  by  which 
the  Contractor  replaces  the  full  bin  from  the  street 
with  a clean  empty  bin  was  put  into  operation.  Pro- 
ceedings were  instituted  in  the  Juvenile  Court  against 
two  young  persons  for  the  theft  of  a quantity  of 
kitchen  waste  from  a communal  street  bin,  and  they 
were  discharged  under  the  Probation  of  Offenders  Act 
upon  payment  of  costs  of  2/6  each.  Proceedings  were 
also  instituted  against  the  father  of  the  children  for 
receiving  the  kitchen  waste  and  he  was  discharged 
under  the  Probation  of  Offenders  Act  upon  the  pay- 
ment of  15/-  costs. 

Details  of  salvage  sales  during  the  year  together 
with  the  figures  for  1947  were  as  follows 

1947  (to  31st  December)  1948 


Weight 
T.  Cwts 

Value 
£ s.  d. 

Weight 
T.  Cwts 

Value 
£ s.  d. 

Paper  

114 

17| 

863 

10 

3 

163 

44 

1237 

3 

11 

Pig  Food 

156 

0 

156 

0 

0 

156 

0 

156 

0 

0 

Gunny  

— 

1 

4 

3 

0 

0 

Rags  

2 

10 

31 

0 

0 

2 

19.} 

37 

1 1 

6 

Bottles  and  Jars 

25 

10 

312 

13 

1 

21 

18} 

191 

0 

3 

Bones  

n 

13 

0 

7 

2 

1 

0 

Cullet  ... 

1 

10 

3 

0 

0 

2 

15 

4 

16 

3 

Broken  Sleepers 

8 

2 

0 

0 

— 

Light  Metal 

— 

3 

1 

17 

2 

Totals 

300 

18 

£1368 

16 

4 

348 

111 

£ 1 633 

10 

1 
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The  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  for  the 
year  ending  31st  March,  1948,  after  the  income  from 
salvage  sales  has  been  deducted,  was  as  follows: — 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  £5,455 

Cost  per  1000  of  the  population  (21080)  £258.79 

Comparable  figures  for  the  year  ending  31st 
March,  1947,  were: — 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  £4,350 

Cost  per  1000  of  the  population  (20230)  £215.03 

Refuse  Dumps. 

During  the  year  a number  of  visits  were  made 
to  sites  previously  excavated  for  grav«l  which  are  now 
being  filled  under  consents  granted  under  the  Hert- 
fordshire County  Council  Act,  1935.  Dumping  gener- 
ally was  carried  out  in  a satisfactory  manner  and  in 
accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  consents.  Some 
difficulty  was  experienced  in  controlling  unauthorised 
dumping  at  Arlesdene,  Churchgate,  and  after  repre- 
sentations had  been  made  to  the  Owners,  the  entrance 
to  the  site  was  closed  by  providing  a suitable  gate 
which  is  kept  locked. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

Twenty-nine  complaints  of  minor  infestations 
were  received  and  all  were  investigated  and  dealt  with 
by  the  Pest  Officer  of  the  County  Council.  The  County 
Council  was  the  Authority  responsible  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  Act,  during  the  period  under  review. 

The  Council’s  refuse  tip  was  systematically  baited 
by  the  County  Council  staff  under  contract. 
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(b)  I nspection  and  Supervision  of 

Food 

Milk  Supply. 

There  are  fifteen  covvkeepers  on  the  register,  six 
of  whom  produce  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  and  three 
produce  Accredited  milk  under  licence  from  the  County 
Council  Twenty-six  visits  to  cowsheds  and  forty-two 
to  dairies  and  milk  shops  were  made  during  the  year. 

There  is  one  dairy  in  the  district  approved  by  the 
Ministry  of  Food  for  heat  treatment  of  milk. 

Thirteen  samples  of  milk  from  this  plant  were 
submitted  for  laboratory  examination  during  the  year 
and  all  satisfied  the  prescribed  tests.  On  two  occasions 
bottles  from  the  bottle  washing  machine  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  and  the  reports  showed 
the  bottles  to  be  satisfactorily  cleansed. 

Thirteen  samples  of  milk  from  various  retailers 
were  taken  during  the  year  and  eleven  of  these  samples 
satisfied  the  prescribed  test. 

Sampling  of  producers  licensed  by  the  County 
Council  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Orders 
is  undertaken  by  Officers  of  the  County  Council. 
Copies  of  reports  relating  to  thirty-two  samples  taken 
from  producers  were  received  and  twenty-six  of  these 
samples  satisfied  the  prescribed  test.  Reports  relating 
to  ten  samples  of  school  milk  were  received  and  these 
showed  that  all  the  samples  were  satisfactory. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1936-46. 

Licences  were  granted  during  the  year  as  follows  : 


Tuberculin  Tested — Retailing  Licence  ...  ...  1 

Tuberculin  Tested — Supplementary  Licence  ...  2 

Pasteurised  — Dealer’s  Retailing  Licence  ...  2 

Pasteurised  — Supplementary  Licence  ...  ...  2 
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Meat  and  other  Foods. 

There  are  no  slaughter-houses  in  regular  use  in 
this  district. 

During  the  year  four-hundred-and-ten  visits 
were  made  to  shops  and  premises  where  food  is 
prepared  or  exposed  for  sale  and  the  following  food- 
stuffs were  surrendered  as  unsound  and  unfit  for  human 
consumption  : — 


Canned  Goods  of  all 

descriptions 

•••  •••  ... 

465  tins 

Beef 

13|  lbs. 

Margarine  ... 

4 lb. 

Meat  (Cooked) 

23£  „ 

Cooking  Fat 

41  lbs. 

Meat  (Minced) 

86  „ 

Eggs  (Preserved  and 

Bacon 

81 

Fresh) 

453 

Dressed  Rabbits  ... 

50  „ 

Flour 

22  lbs 

Sausages  ... 

12  „ 

Oats 

16J  ,, 

Black  Pudding  .v 

2 „ 

Sago 

140  „ 

Bovril 

1 jar 

Soyalina 

9 „ 

Fishcakes  ... 

28 

Semolina  ... 

23  „ 

Fishpaste  ... 

2 jars 

Custard  Powder 

14  „ 

Kippers 

98  lbs. 

Dried  Fruit 

10  ,, 

Lobsters  ... 

9 „ 

Figs 

10  „ 

Potatoes  ... 

58  „ 

Prunes 

11  „ 

Peas 

40  ,, 

Jams  and  Marmalade 

13  jars 

Pickles 

3 jars 

Sweets 

11  lbs. 

Cheese 

79^ lbs. 

Coffee 

i lb. 

Cafes,  Refreshment  Houses  and  Coffee  Stalls. 

In  April  1947,  statutory  notices  to  provide  drain- 
age within  a period  of  twelve  months  were  served 
upon  the  owners  of  four  temporary  type  premises  used 
as  cafes  and  statutory  notices  to  provide  sanitary  con- 
veniences were  served  in  respect  of  three  of  the  same 
premises.  As  a result  the  building  known  as  the 
Pavilion  Cafe,  Great  Cambridge  Road,  was  removed. 
In  November  proceedings  were  taken  before  the  Ches- 
hunt  Bench  against  the  owners  of  two  of  the  premises 
for  failure  to  comply  with  the  Statutory  Notices,  and 
the  cases  were  adjourned  to  enable  proposals  to  be 
submitted  to  the  Council.  In  the  case  of  the  Station 
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Approach  Cafe,  Waltham  Cross,  a plan  was  submitted 
for  the  erection  of  a new  W.C.  and  drainage  work,  and 
in  view  of  this,  arrangements  were  made  for  the 
summons  against  the  owner  to  be  adjourned  generally. 

Temporary  building  licences  in  respect  of  three 
Cafes  without  satisfactory  drainage  were  renewed  on 
undertakings  being  given  to  carry  out  the  necessary 
work. 

The  British  Tourist  and  Holidays  Board  in  co- 
operation with  the  Ministries  of  Health  and  Food 
inaugurated  a campaign  during  the  year  to  secure 
proper  standards  of  personal  cleanliness  amongst 
those  engaged  in  the  catering  trade.  The  Board 
issued  posters  and  aluminium  plaques  to  all  catering 
establishments  for  display  in  kitchens  and  serveries  to 
the  staff. 

During  visits  to  catering  establishments  in  this 
district  the  opportunity  was  taken  to  emphasise  the 
object  of  the  campaign  by  personal  contact  and  it  was 
gratifying  to  see  that  without  exception  the  posters 
and  plaques  had  been  effectively  displayed. 

Licensed  Premises — Lead  Beer  Pipes. 

In  the  report  for  1947  it  was  recorded  that  lead 
beer  pipes  were  still  in  use  in  five  licensed  houses  in  the 
district  and  that  the  Council  had  authorised  the  sub- 
mission of  samples  to  the  Public  Analyst  to  ascertain 
whether  in  fact  contamination  by  lead  did  occur. 

At  two  of  these  premises  the  lead  pipes  were 
replaced  by  pipes  of  non-corrosive  material  so  that  it 
was  necessary  to  undertake  sampling  at  three  licensed 
premises  only.  Seven  samples  were  submitted  for 
analysis  and  the  results  are  shown  in  the  following 
table  : — 
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Sample  No. 

Premises 

Date 

Result 

1. 

A 

29/6/48 

Lead  0.3  parts  per  million. 

2. 

20/1/48 

Satisfactorily  free  from 
harmful  contamination 
with  lead. 

3. 

B 

20/1/48 

Satisfactorily  free  from 
harmful  contamination 
with  lead. 

4. 

23/6/48 

Lead  0.3  parts  per  million. 

5. 

C 

26/1/48 

Lead  0.3  parts  per  million. 

6. 

(pipes  stated 
by  owners  to 
tin  lined). 

9/2/48 

11  a.m. 

Lead  0.6  parts  per  million. 

7. 

9/2/48 
12.50  p.m. 

Lead  0.7  parts  per  million. 

All  the  samples  except  sample  No.  7 were  taken 
before  the  premises  opened  and  were  samples  of  beer 
which  had  been  standing  in  the  lead  pipes  all  night. 
The  laboratory  suggested  that  the  possible  explanation 
of  the  higher  lead  content  in  sample  No.  7,  which  was 
taken  after  approximately  one  gallon  of  beer  had  been 
drawn  through  the  pipe  line,  was  that  the  swirling 
action  produced  by  pumping  may  have  disturbed  sedi- 
ment from  the  pipe. 

Commenting  on  Sample  No.  5,  the  Analyst  stated 
that  0-3  parts  per  million  of  lead  in  itself  is  an  extremely 
small  quantity  and  in  a food  stuff  would  be  regarded  as 
negligible.  VVe  have,  however,  to  consider  that  beer  is 
drunk  in  some  cases  in  large  quantities.  The  amount 
of  lead  which  would  be  contained  in  a gallon  of  beer 
containing  0-3  parts  per  million  of  lead  would  be  H 
milligrams. 

It  has  been  suggested  by  some  medical  authorities 
that  a maximum  intake  of  lead  from  all  sources  per  day 
for  a human  being  should  be  1 milligram.  That  is  to 
say,  they  regard  a milligram  per  day  as  the  safety  limit. 
If,  therefore,  a gallon  of  beer  containing  0-3  part  per 
million  was  drunk  in  a day,  this  suggested  limit  would 
be  exceeded. 
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The  results  of  the  analysis  were  communicated 
to  the  owners  and  occupiers  of  the  premises  concerned 
and  in  all  cases  lead  beer  pipes  were  removed  and 
replaced  with  new  pipes  of  stainless  steel  or  plastic. 

There  are  now  no  lead  beer  pipes  in  use  at 
licensed  premises  in  this  district. 

Ice  Cream. 

Sampling. 

Examination  of  ice  cream  samples  is  carried  out 
by  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories,  66,  Vic- 
toria Street,  S.W.l.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Hertford  were  unable  to  accept  samples  of  ice  cream 
for  examination  owing  to  lack  of  essential  equipment. 


During  the  year  18  samples  of  ice  cream  were 
submitted  for  examination  and  details  of  the  results  are 
given  in  the  following  table: — 


No.  of  Colonies 
per  millilitre  of 
Sample  Ice 

No.  Cream  grow 
ing  on  Agar  at 
37°C  in  48  hrs. 

Coliform 

Test. 

Bact.  Coli. 

Ministry  of 
Health 
Grade. 

1 

500,000 

3 tubes  out  of  3 

0 tubes  out  of  3 

Grade  IV 

2 

5,200 

Negative  in  1 ml. 

Absent  from  1 ml. 

Grade  II 

3 

22,000 

3 tubes  out  of  3 

0 tubes  out  of  3 

Grade  1 1 

4 

500 

0 tubes  out  of  3 

0 tubes  out  of  3 

Grade  I 

5 

17,000 

0 tubes  out  of  3 

0 tubes  out  of  3 

Grade  I 

6 

1,500 

0 tubes  out  of  3 

0 tubes  out  of  3 

Grade  I 

7 

700 

0 tubes  out  of  3 

0 tubes  out  of  3 

Grade  II 

8 

2,500 

3 tubes  out  of  3 

0 tubes  out  of  3 

Grade  I 

9 

68,000 

Negative  in  0.01  ml. 

Absent  from  1 ml. 

Grade  IV 

10 

160,000 

Positive  in  0.01  ml. 

Absent  from  1 ml. 

Grade  IV 

11 

24,000 

Negative  in  0.01  ml. 
Positive  in  0. 1 ml. 

Absent  from  1 ml. 

Grade  1 1 

12 

250,000 

Positive  in  0.01  ml. 

Absent  from  1 ml. 

Grade  IV 

13 

250,000 

Positive  in  0.01  ml. 

Absent  from  1 ml. 

Grade  IV 

14 

63,000 

Positive  in  0.01  ml. 

Absent  from  1 ml. 

Grade  IV 

15 

55,000 

Negative  in  1 ml. 

Absent  from  1 ml. 

Grade  1 1 1 

16 

220,000 

Positive  in  0.01  ml. 

Absent  from  1 ml. 

Grade  IV 

17 

80,000 

Positive  in  0.01  ml. 

Absent  from  1 ml. 

Grade  IV 

18 

160,000 

Positive  in  0.01  ml. 

Absent  from  1 ml. 

Grade  IV 
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Summary Grade  I ...  4 samples. 

Grade  II  ...  4 samples. 

Grade  III  ...  1 sample. 

Grade  IV  ...  9 samples. 

In  addition  one  sample  of  water  ice  was  submit- 
ted for  examination  and  this  sample  was  reported  upon 
as  being  of  a high  standard  of  bacterial  purity. 

Follow-up  action  was  taken  in  those  cases  where 
the  sample  failed  to  reach  a satisfactory  standard. 

Registrations. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  requires  that 
premises  used  for  the  sale,  storage  or  manufacture 
of  ice  cream  must  be  registered  by  the  local  authority. 

There  were  at  the  end  of  the  year  4 premises  on 
the  register  at  which  ice  cream  was  manufactured  and 
sold  and  31  at  which  it  was  being  stored  and  sold. 

Adulteration  of  Food. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Inspector  of  the  County 
Council,  which  is  the  Foods  and  Drugs  Authority, 
states  that  28  samples  were  taken  in  the  Cheshunt 
Urban  District  during  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1948,  and  all  were  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  to  be 
genuine.  The  articles  sampled  were  as  follows: — 


Milk  ...  ...  ...  15 

White  Pepper  ...  ...  1 

Ground  Ginger...  ...  1 

Dates  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sandwich  Spread  ...  1 

Kippers  ...  ...  1 

Fish  Balls  ...  ...  1 

Gelatine  ...  ...  1 

Medicinal  Liquid  Paraffin  1 

Apple  Juice  ...  ...  1 

Whisky  ...  ...  1 

Rum...  ...  ...  1 

Beef  Sausage  Meat  ...  2 
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SECTION  4 


Prevalence  and  Control  over 
Infectious  and  other  Diseases 

Notifiable  Diseases. 


The  following  table  shows  details  of  diseases 
notified  during  1947  and  1948: — 


1947 

1948 

Catei 

Cates 

Cates  admitted 

notified 

notified 

to  Hospital 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever 

37 

15 

9 

— 

Measles  ... 

. . . 

324 

128 

— 

— 

Whooping  Co 

ugh  ... 

147 

108 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

. . . 

8 

13 

1 

10 

Erysipelas 

. . . 

2 

4 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Py 

^exia... 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Tuberculosis 

— New  Cases. 

Age  Respiratory 

Non-resp’tory 

Period 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Totals 

0—  5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5—15 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

15—25 

1 

6 

— 

— 

7 

25—35 

2 

1 

— 

1 

4 

35—45 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

45—55 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

55—65 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

65  upwards 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

10 

9 

3 

1 

23 

29 


The  death  rate  from  tuberculosis  was  0.71  per 
1000  of  the  population. 

No  action  was  taken  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or 
under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Disinfection. 

Terminal  disinfection  of  rooms  and  bedding  is 
systematically  carried  out  for  scarlet  fever  and 
tuberculosis. 

Special  disinfection  is  done  for  cases  of  enteric 
or  paratyphoid  fevers,  dysentery  and  poliomyelitis. 


Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

The  incidence  of  measles  followed  the  pattern  of 
previous  years  in  that  a minor  epidemic  has  occurred 
on  alternate  years.  1948  was  due  to  be  a low  rate  year 
although  the  number  of  cases  was  comparatively  high 
as  is  show  in  the  following  table: — 


Year 

Cases 

notified 

Notifications  per 
1,000  population 

1948 

128 

6.04 

1947 

324 

15.37 

1946 

59 

2.91 

1945 

351 

18.7 

1944 

14 

0.75 

1943 

420 

22.59 

1942 

38 

2.04 

1941 

508 

27.74 

1940 

60 

3.24 

The  comparative  incidence  of  whooping  cough 
since  1940  is  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 
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Year 

Case's 

notified 

Notifications  per 
1000  population 

1948 

108 

5.09 

1947 

147 

6.97 

1946 

53 

2.61 

1945 

26 

1.39 

1944 

172 

9.19 

1943 

19 

1.02 

1942 

116 

6.23 

1941 

155 

8.41 

1940 

9 

0.44 

Diphtheria  Immunisation 

With  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  National 
Health  Service  the  County  Council  became  the 
authority  responsible  for  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

The  number  of  immunisations  carried  out  during 
the  first  six  months  of  the  year  together  with  the 
figures  for  1947  are  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 

Under  5 years  Over  5 & under  15 
to  30th  June,  to  30th  June, 

1948 

No.  of  children 
who  received 
full  course  ...  200 


July,  1949. 


1947  1948  1947 


306  17  103 


Public  Health  Department, 
Manor  House, 

Cheshunt. 
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